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home was, evidence of where he or she
paid personal, property, or income
taxes, or voted; or other convincing
evidence of where his or her permanent
home was.

§404.780 Evidence of “good cause” for
exceeding time limits on accepting
proof of support or application for
a lump-sum death payment.

(@) When evidence of good cause is
needed. We may ask for evidence that
you had good cause (as defined in
§404.370(f)) for not giving us sooner
proof of the support you received from
the insured as his or her parent. We
may also ask for evidence that you had
good cause (as defined in §404.621(b)) for
not applying sooner for the lump-sum
death payment. You may be asked for
evidence of good cause for these delays
if—

(1) You are the insured person’s par-
ent giving us proof of support more
than 2 years after he or she died, or be-
came disabled; or

(2) You are applying for the lump-
sum death payment more than 2 years
after the insured died.

(b) What evidence of good cause is
needed. We will ask for the following
evidence of good cause:

(1) Your signed statement explaining
why you did not give us the proof of
support or the application for lump-
sum death payment within the speci-
fied 2 year period.

(2) If the statement in paragraph
(b)(1) of the section or other evidence
raises a reasonable doubt whether
there was good cause, other convincing
evidence of this.

[43 FR 24795, June 7, 1978, as amended at 44
FR 34493, June 15, 1979]

Subpart I—Records of Earnings

AUTHORITY: Secs. 205(a), (c)(1), (c)(@)A),
(€)(@), (c)(5), (c)(6), and (p), 702(a)(5), and 1143
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 405(a),
©@), ©@A), (c)@), (€)(5), (c)(6), and (p),
902(a)(5), and 1320b-13).

SOURCE: 44 FR 38454, July 2, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§404.802
GENERAL PROVISIONS

§404.801 Introduction.

The Social Security Administration
(SSA) keeps a record of the earnings of
all persons who work in employment or
self-employment covered under social
security. We use these earnings records
to determine entitlement to and the
amount of benefits that may be pay-
able based on a person’s earnings under
the retirement, survivors’, disability
and health insurance program. This
subpart tells what is evidence of earn-
ings, how you can find out what the
record of your earnings shows, and how
and under what circumstances the
record of your earnings may be
changed to correct errors.

§404.802 Definitions.

For the purpose of this subpart—

Earnings means wages and self-em-
ployment income earned by a person
based on work covered by social secu-
rity. (See subpart K for the rules about
what constitutes wages and self-em-
ployment income for benefit purposes.)

Period means a taxable year when re-
ferring to self-employment income.
When referring to wages it means a cal-
endar quarter if the wages were re-
ported or should have been reported
quarterly by your employer or a cal-
endar year if the wages were reported
or should have been reported annually
by your employer.

Record of earnings, earnings record, or
record means SSA’s records of the
amounts of wages paid to you and the
amounts of self-employment income
you received, the periods in which the
wages were paid and the self-employ-
ment income was received, and the
quarters of coverage which you earned
based on these earnings.

Survivor means your spouse, divorced
wife, child, or parent, who survives
you. Survivor also includes your sur-
viving divorced wife who may be enti-
tled to benefits as a surviving divorced
mother.

Tax return means, as appropriate, a
tax return of wages or a tax return of
self-employment income (including in-
formation returns and other written
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